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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Davis invited back for discussion about provost job
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray has
invited Gayle Davis to return to campus for
discussions that are expected to lead to her
appointment as the university 's Provost and
Vice President for Academic Affairs.
Davis, who is associate vice president for
academic affairs at Wichita State University in
Kansas, is expected to be on campus today for
meetings with Murray.
Davis was one of three finalists for the Grand
Valley position and participated in public
interviews on April 2.
She has been on the faculty at Wichita State
since 1982 and has been associate vice
president since 1994. Davis holds a bachelor 's
degree in French from Muskingum College, a
master 's degree in art history and a doctorate
in American studies, both from Michigan State
University.

photo by Fred Reinecke

Gayle Davis, shown here with philosophy professor Kelly Parker, has been invited back to
campus for further discussions about the provost position.

-------------------------•••-------------------------Across Campus
Attorney general speaks
at DeVos Center
U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft
addressed terrorism issues before a West
Michigan audience that included Grand Valley
faculty and staff members, and students. The
event was hosted by the School of Criminal
Justice.

Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick

U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft answers
questions during a news conference on
April 11 at the DeVos Center.
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Jonathan White, dean of Grand Valley's Social
Sciences Division, is currently on special
assignment with the Department of Justice,
working on anti-terrorist activities. He works
closely with Ashcroft's office.

Minority scholarship
named for longtime
civil rights leader

Ashcroft traveled to Grand Rapids on
April 11, to meet with the U.S. Attorney 's
Office Western District's anti-terrorism task
force. He also met with university, local, and
state officials and held a news conference in
Loosemore Auditorium at the De Vos Center.

Grand Valley will honor Helen Jackson
Claytor, a lifelong champion of civil rights in
West Michigan and nationwide, by giving her
a recognition that will highlight her important
work in the community for many years to
come.

Ashcroft had planned to be in Grand Rapids
and Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on September 11 ,
but the trip was canceled because of terrorist
attacks in New York, Washington, D.C., and
Pennsylvania.

President Mark A. Murray has announced that
Grand Valley's minority scholarship endowment fund will be named in honor of Claytor,

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
a longtime Grand Rapids resident. The scholarship fund, which totals $1
million to be used to advance the education of minority students, "is a
fitting way to recognize a woman who has spent her life working on
behalf of civil rights, equal opportunity, and education," said Murray.
Claytor was selected for the tribute at the recommendation of a special
committee appointed to name the minority scholarship fund. The
IO-member committee consisted of members of the Grand Valley faculty
and staff, Alumni Association, and a representative from the community.
"I can think of no better person to honor," Murray said. "Helen Claytor 's
tireless efforts on behalf of not only minorities, but of all people, have
made her a national role model. She honors us by accepting."
Claytor, who turns 95 this month, is best known for her work on behalf of
the Young Women's Christian Association, a commitment that began in
1928 when, just out of college with a teaching degree, Claytor began
working at a YWCA. Traveling to Grand Rapids in 1943 on behalf of the
National YWCA, Claytor met and married Dr. Robert Claytor, and in
1949 became the first black woman to serve as president of the Grand
Rapids YWCA. She assumed the presidency of the National YWCA board
in 1967 - again, with the distinction of being the first black woman to
lead the organization - and held that position until her retirement in 1973.
Claytor will be formally recognized at a ceremony on May 29. Speaking
at the event will be her son, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and author
Roger Wilkins.
Claytor 's many honors for her work in public service include being
named, along with Rosa Parks, a "Woman of Courage" by the Michigan
Women's Foundation in 1994 and being inducted into the Michigan
Women's Hall of Fame.
Always, Claytor has worked tirelessly to eliminate racism and advance
the rights of all minorities. In the 1940s, she was part of a Grand Rapids
race study that resulted in the formation of the city's first Human
Relations Commission - the forerunner to today 's Office of Equal
Opportunity. She was also active in the Michigan United Way, Kent
County Planned Parenthood, the Urban League, and the NAACP. She
continues to be active with the YWCA and in her church and community.

Autism conference will feature
national, state experts
National and state experts on autism will highlight a three-day conference
hosted by GVSU's Autism Education Center.
"From the START: Best Practices for Supporting Autism," is scheduled
for April 25-27 at the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Along with sessions
geared toward health care professionals, educators, parents, and people
diagnosed with autism, the conference will highlight the first year of the
Statewide Autism Resources and Training (START) program, based at
GVSU to serve Michigan school districts.
The following experts will deliver keynote addresses on the "best practices" for meeting the needs of people with autism:
• Glen Dunlap , University of South Florida professor of child and
family studies;
• Peter Gerhardt, executive director of the Nassau Suffolk Services for
Autism and the Martin C. Bare!! School , a nonprofit school for
children with autism in New York;
• Don Meyer, director of the Sibling Support Project at the ARC, in
Seattle;
• Gary Sasso, University of Iowa professor of special education;
• Luke Y. Tsai, University of Michigan professor of psychiatry and
pediatrics.
Other highlights include a poetry and mime performance by two people
diagnosed with Asperger's Syndrome, and a sibling workshop for
brothers and sisters of special needs children. Details about the
conference are available on the Autism Education Center's Web site,
www.gvsu.edu/autismcenter.

ALERT Labs will receive state grant
State grants totaling $325,000 were given to Grand Valley and 12 other
Michigan universities to continue or enhance mentoring programs that
emphasize an alcohol and drug-free approach to campus life.

continued on page 3
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What's Ahead
Violinist Christina Fong
to present two concerts

composers whose first names start with the letter M,
including Bang on a Can composers Michael
Gordon and Marc Mellits.

Christina Fong, violinist with the Grand Rapids
Symphony and an adjunct instructor of violin at
GVSU, will present concerts at
Grand Valley's Grand Rapids
and Allendale campuses.

Fong is a leading performer of new music on the
violin and viola and has presented North American
or Michigan premieres of compositions by 17
composers. A member of the Grand Rapids
Symphony since 1988, she is currently associate
concertmaster and plays in the Symphony's Calder
Quartet, which tours West Michigan giving civic and
educational concerts.

Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221.
Fax: 616-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Christina Fong

Fong will perform today,
April 15, at the De Vos Center 's
Loosemore Auditorium on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus,
and on Tuesday, April 16, at the
Cook-DeWitt Center on the
Allendale Campus. Both
performances begin at 8 p.m.

A leading performer of new music on the violin and
viola, Fong's ongoing CD series includes world
premiere recordings of music by John Cage, Alan
Hovhaness, and Morton Feldman. Her recitals at
GVSU will feature North American premieres of
Michael Nyman's Two Violins and Maria de Alvear 's
Energia Redonda, along with solo works by other

Retirement party planned for
KSON faculty member
Joyce French, associate professor of nursing, plans
to retire at the end of the academic year. Friends and
colleagues are welcome to attend a party in her
honor planned for Monday, April 22, from 4-6 p.m.
in the Alumni House and Visitor Center.
French has been a Kirkhof School of Nursing
faculty member since 1990. She also serves as faculty counselor for the Student Nurses Association.
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Across Campus
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Grand Valley's ALERT (Alcohol, Education, Research, and Training)
Labs will receive a $30,000 grant from the Department of Community
Health. Nancy Harper, ALERT Labs director, said the money will
enhance Passport programs and housing. Students involved in the
Passport program pledge to remain alcohol, tobacco, and drug free.
"Partially because of the response from the students' request to the president, we ' ll have 300 beds available to students in the Passport program
next year," Harper said. Currently, 170 students live in Kirkpatrick Living
Center, which is dedicated to Passport. Next year, Hills Living Center
will also be available to students who pledge to remain substance free .
Harper said Passport students have worked hard to expand the mentoring
program, which matches incoming freshmen with upperclassmen.
Alcohol-free activities are already scheduled through next academic year,
she said.

Governor signs higher education budget
Continuing a pledge made at a February news conference held at the
De Vos Center, Gov. John Engler signed the fiscal year 2003 higher
education
budget on
April 1
before
several
university
presidents.
Michigan's
15 public
universities
are shielded
from state
budget cuts
under a
Gov. John Engler addresses the higher education budget
spending
an April 1 news conference. Also pictured are
plan adopted during
from left, Ferris State University President William
by the
Sederburg, Rep. Larry Julian, Speaker of the House Rick
Johnson, GVSU President Mark Murray, and Faye Nelson,
House and
Wayne State University administrator.
Senate. For
universities
that keep tuition hikes at less than 8.5 percent or $425, whichever is
greater, state funding will remain at current levels. It was predicted that
cuts to higher education appropriations might have ranged from 5 to 10
percent.
"We recognize the importance of higher education to our quality of life,"
Engler said. "It's important to our economy. It 's important to our environment, and it 's important to our future."
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray, who led the creation of the
funding plan on behalf of the Presidents Council, State Universities of
Michigan, commended leadership in Lansing for progress on the plan.
"The higher ed budget is the first to be readied for the governor's pen,
and for that we thank outstanding leadership in the Legislature, Budget
Director Don Gilmer, and Governor Engler himself," Murray said.
"Particularly in light of where we might have ended up in the funding
picture, it is gratifying to know that Lansing is so strongly committed to
keeping Michigan 's universities on course. The recent economic slowdown served to remind us all of what a wonderful asset to our state we
have in a strong and cooperative higher education system."

Company provides Grand Valley
with travel intelligence services
Grand Valley has entered an agreement with iJET Travel Intelligence to
support the university 's study abroad programs with travel intelligence
and emergency assistance services.

iJET, based in Annapolis, Maryland, provides real-time travel information
services to world travelers, companies, educational institutions, and the
travel industry.
Grand Valley 's student travelers will be provided with iJET's Worldcue
Traveler service before, during, and up to one month after their trip. The
service monitors itineraries and sends relevant travel alerts and advisories
about events that could impact their trip with recommendations for
minimizing disruptions . Alerts range from poor weather conditions, transportation delays, health risks, strikes, and civic disturbances. Families, or
other contacts, will also receive alerts.
Part of the service includes access to iJET's medical and travel assistance
center. Through iJET's WorldLink program, students can also rent an
international cell phone that makes it easy to stay in touch with family
and is pre-configured for receiving travel alerts and contacting the
assistance center.
"The interactive push technology is key to providing students, faculty,
and staff on our international programs with clear information for preparing a successful and safe learning experience abroad," said Brett
Berquist, Grand Valley's director of international program development.

Mclogan appointed to
Broadband Authority
Grand Valley Vice President Matthew McLogan has been appointed by
Gov. John Engler as one of seven members of the Board of Directors of
the Michigan Broadband Authority.
The authority was created in legislation signed
into law by the governor last month. Its purpose
is to provide low-cost financing to broadband
providers that will assist with the construction of
additional high speed communications infrastructure throughout Michigan.
In proposing additional broadband deployment,
Engler said the authority could help to create an
additional 500,000 jobs over the next decade and
expand the state's economic output by more than
$400 billion.

Matthew Mclagan

McLogan has had more than three decades of experience in communications and public utility issues. He was a member of the Michigan Public
Service Commission from 1981-1987. For the past 10 years, he has been
chairman of the Utility Consumer Participation Board, a state board that
funds intervention in utility rate cases on behalf of residential customers.
In 1996 McLogan was appointed to a four-year term on the State Officers
Compensation Commission, and chaired the SOCC from 1998-2000. The
SOCC establishes the salary of Michigan's elected officials, including the
governor, lieutenant governor, Supreme Court justices and members of
the Legislature.

Director to leave
News and Information Services
Stephen Ward, director of News and Information
Services, formerly University Communications,
has resigned his position, effective April 30. He
will join Huntington National Banks as vice president for public and community relations for the
West Michigan Region.
Ward came to Grand Valley in 1994, having
worked in broadcast journalism and as a Capitol
Hill press secretary, including service on the staff of
Stephen Ward
the late Congressman Paul Henry. He also served a
one-year fellowship with the American Political Science Association.
"Grand Valley has been a special place, full of many great opportunities,"
Ward said. 'T m proudest of the team of great people with whom I've had
the pleasure of serving, and I will miss them very much."
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Mon., April 15-Thurs., April 18
Gallery hours: Student exhibit, "Arpeggio,
Illustrators of 2002." Art Gallery, PAC.

Mon., April 15
12 noon-1 :30 p.m.: "State of the Higher
Education System in Ghana," presented by
Emmanuel Obeng. Luncheon to follow,
sponsored by the Padnos International
Center. 204 KC. Call x3898 to RSVP
luncheon attendance.

Tues., April 16
12 noon-I p.m.: Campus Wellness Lecture
Series. "Surviving Campus Dining: Tips
On How To Eat Healthier On Campus."
142 KC. For information call x3659.
2:30-4:30 p.m.: Symposium, "Philosophical
Exchange between Contemporary China
and the West," sponsored by Arts and
Humanities, Philosophy Department, and
East Asian Studies. KC, Cabins A, B, C.
Call x2114.

Wed., April 17
12 noon-1:30 p.m. : COT Jamboree. Grand
River Room, KC.

Thurs., April 18

4 p.m.: Baseball. Calvin College at Grand
Valley.

8:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.: Regional Math and
Science Center Workshop. Battle Creek
Science Kits training sessions, "Caretakers
of the Earth." 225 PAD. Call x2267 for
information.

Wed., April 17

12:15 p.m. : Mommy Lunches, sponsored by
the Women 's Center and Children's
Center. Food Court Atrium. Call x2748 for
information.

Fri., April 19-Sun., April 21

5-7 p.m.: Reception for "Arpeggio,
Illustrators of 2002." Art Gallery, PAC.

2 p.m.: Baseball at Hillsdale College,
Hillsdale.

TBA: Softball. GLIAC vs. GLVC
Tournament. South Bend, IN.

Sat., April 20-Sun., April 21
Fri., April 19
7 p.m.: "Take Back the Night" march cosponsored by the Women's Center and
YWCA. March to begin at YWCA,
25 Sheldon Blvd. , SE, Grand Rapids (bus
to leave Kirkhof Center at 6: 15 p.m.).
Short program to follow march. Call
x2748 to register.

All day: Women's Golf. GLIAC
Championship at Grand Valley.

Sat., April 20
I p.m.: Baseball at University of Findlay.
Findlay, OH.
2 p.m.: Track and Field at Indy Open.
Indianapolis, IN.

Sat., April 20
1-7 p.m.: Comstock 2002, presented by
Spotlight Productions, features six area
bands. Robinson Field. Call x2345 for
information.

Sun., April 21-Mon., April 22
All day: Men's Golf at Regional Qualifier.
Auburn, IN.

Sports
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800
Game times subject to change.

Sun., April 21
12 noon: Baseball at University of Findlay.
Findlay, OH.

Tues., April 16
3:30 p.m. : Softball at Northwood University,
Midland.

···--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
Correction from the April 8 Forum:

Nichol Stout, adjunct staff member of the Annis
Water Resources Institute, received the 2002
Public Education/Public Participation Award
from the Michigan Association of County Drain
Commissioners for work with other project
members on administrative tools and authority
for storm water management.
Brian Kelly, head football coach, was the featured
speaker at the Michigan State Spring Football
Coaches Clinic. Kelly spoke to more than 200
coaches on the no-huddle and shotgun offense.
George Klay Kieh, Jr., dean of International
Education and professor of political science, has
published an edited book, titled Zones of
Conflict in Africa: Theories and Cases. Also, he
delivered a paper, titled "Legislative Oversight
of the Military: Perspectives and Lessons from

Africa," at the International Conference on
Legislative Oversight of the Military, held in
Nigeria. The paper will be published in the
"Monograph Series" on Civil-Military Relations,
sponsored by the Yakubu Gowon Center for
National Unity and International Cooperation.

Michigan Academy of Science Arts and Letters.
She also presented a paper, titled "De la carne a
la piedra: la metamorfosis poetica de la madre
en la poesfa de Cesar Vallejo," at the Southwest
Council of Latin American Studies in Morelia,
Mexico.

Dan Royer and Roger Gilles, associate professors of writing, co-authored a chapter, titled
"Combining History, Theory, and Practice in the
Writing Methods Course," in a textbook,
Teaching Writing Teachers of High School
English and First-Year Composition, published
by Boynton/Cook.

Ellen Schendel, assistant professor of writing,
co-authored an article, titled "Breaking
Hierarchies: Using Reflective Practice to ReConstruct the Role of the Writing Program
Administrator," which was published in The
Writing Program Administrator as Theorist.

Natalia Gomez, assistant professor of modern
languages and literatures, presented a paper,
titled "Nuevas interpretaciones en la obra de
Cesar Vallejo," and presided at a panel, titled
"Literatura y cultura hispanoamericana," at

John Harper Philbin , assistant professor of
communications, won third place in the short
film competition at the East Lansing Film
Festival for With You Always, which he produced
and directed for GVSU 's Summer Film Project
in 2001.

